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Second International Congress On Education of the Youth in Love, Sex, and Life

With an international opened debate on Abstinence education we could ask: Is the goal saving sex for marriage or is chastity really a means to a greater end?.  

Experts in character education (Thomas Lickona, New York University; Kevin Ryan, Boston University) and human sexuality (Jokin de Irala, University of Navarre; Coleen Mast, Sex Respect Program Chicago; Patrick Fagan, Heritage Foundation, Washington) and more than 700 educators, parents and social entrepreneurs from Asia, America, Europe and Australia will be meeting in the Second International Congress on Education of the Youth in Love, Sex,  and Life (www.edicongress.com) that will be held in Metro Manila, Philippines on November 19th to 21st, 2007. Venue will be at the Shangri-La Plaza Hotel.
The First International Congress was held in Mexico City in 2006.

The Congress is being organised by InterMedia Consulting, EDUCHILD Foundation, Inc., and the Developmental Advocacy for Women Volunteerism, in collaboration with I Am S.T.R.O.N.G (a leadership and values formation program on responsible decision-making for Filipino adolescents) and World Youth Alliance (a global coalition of young people committed to promoting the dignity of the person), and with the support of the Department of Education of the Philippines.

The speakers and participants will explore the role of the community and family in supporting ethical sexual behavior and the importance of teaching all the traditional virtues to young people. Rather than merely imparting information to facilitate “safe sex,” character education strengthens the values, such as self control and compassion, that influence sexual behavior in particular and progress toward maturity in general. 

The role of the media in the adolescents lifestyle was not forgotten: it will be analized by experts from the field: Keith Liu (Head of Games and Mobile Internet, Nokia Singapore), Jonathan and Karen Doyle (cofounders of Choicez Media, Australia).

Two activities are lined up before the Congress:

* a research in collaboration with University of Navarre, Spain (with 4,000 adolescents respondents);
* and a competition series that will present the target audience with the mindset of the youth. 

The research  will look into the mindset of young people and their motivations and lifestyle. 

According to educator and congress director Antonio Torralba, "Chastity is everyone's lifelong commitment to love. Love is the essence of, the reason for and the whole purpose of chastity. Love is the bigger picture; chastity is a way of getting there. And the journey starts in the family."
For further information, please contact our National Secretariat through[image: image1]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3]

 INCLUDEPICTURE "chrome://skype_ff_toolbar_win/content/space.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4]+632 6356114 or through email at info@edicongress.com.
For the Press: 

In Rome (Italy)

Reynaldo Rivera at reynaldo.rivera@intermediaconsulting.org or +39 063223399

In Manila (Philippines)

Ivanna Aguiling (PR) at immijaresaguiling@gmail.com.

